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Legal Issues… 
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What it really comes down 

to… 

Legal…  

Looking at it through a 

different lens 



2/9/2015 

3 

 Autistic Individuals are 7 times more likely to 
encounter police 

 50% of parents of individuals with Autism fear that 
their child will have an encounter with Law 
Enforcement 

 Children and Adults with Autism are 7 times more 
likely to have interactions with  first responders than 
typical peers  

 Bullying 

 30% of all teens (typical/nuerotypical) are involved in 
bullying 

 Teachers report a higher incidence rate than reported 
by students 

  At risk for being taken advantage of… 

 65% of parents reported that their children 
with Asperger’s syndrome had been 
victimized by peers in some way within 
the past year 

 47% reported that their children had been 
hit by peers or siblings 

 50% reported them to be scared by their 
peers 

 9% were attacked by a gang and hurt in 
the private parts 

 12% indicated their child had never been 
invited to a birthday party 

 6% were almost always picked last for 
teams 

 3% ate alone at lunch every day 
 

Source: Issues in Comprehensive Pediatric                        
Nursing (2009) 
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Types of Bullying 

 MANIPULATIVE: Where a child is coerced 

and controlled 

CONDITIONAL FRIENDSHIP: Friendship 

alternated with bullying behavior 

EXPLOITIVE: Features of a child’s condition 

are used to bully via 

technology/social media 

Forms of Bullying  

 Verbal aggression including derogatory 
comments, name-calling, and taunting 

 Social exclusion or isolation 

 Physical aggression such as hitting, kicking, 
shoving, and spitting 

 Spreading lies and false rumors 

 Having money or other things taken or 
damaged by the aggressor 

 Being threatened or being forced to do things 
by the aggressor 

 Racial bullying 

 Sexual bullying 

 Cyber bullying (via cell phone or Internet) 

 

http://www.autismsafety.org/bullying-tips.php
http://www.autismsafety.org/bullying-tips.php
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http://www.autismsafety.org/pdfs/NAA%20Bullying%20Brochure.pdf 

Bullying  

../NAA Bullying Brochure.pdf
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Food for thought…. 

Legal issues occur at all ages 

and in all environments 

 Autism Advocates and Law Enforcement Professionals-Recognizing and 
Reducing Risk Situations for People With Autism Spectrum Disorders  

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.fellowshipofchristianfirefighters.com/index.cfm?Section%3D10%26pagenum%3D256%26titles%3D0&ei=uejUVJXWI4v3oATIhIKoDA&bvm=bv.85464276,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHQnbM_fiiEPqAe-n4e6UWJW6RV2Q&ust=1423325741131590
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://tx.english-ch.com/teacher/ackie/level-c/food-for-thought-thoughts-on-food/&ei=z-jUVPvFA4OzogSup4KIDw&bvm=bv.85464276,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHQnbM_fiiEPqAe-n4e6UWJW6RV2Q&ust=1423325741131590
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Checklist  

 First Responders 

http://nationalautismassociation.org/docs/BigRedSafetyToolkit-FR.pdf 

Police training video 

../autism_checklist.pdf
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Wandering/Eloping/Missing  

Behavior 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.autismdailynewscast.com/a-mini-gps-tracking-device-for-your-loved-ones/4698/hassan/&ei=HfTUVO2QF9HToATxioLoAQ&bvm=bv.85464276,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNE-xGwkbvCSwp0sS9etm6qFm_TA_g&ust=1423328666997469
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.opposingviews.com/i/politics/chuck-schumer-supporting-effort-provide-gps-tracking-devices-autistic-children&ei=PPTUVPr7J4r2oAS-6oHADw&bvm=bv.85464276,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNE-xGwkbvCSwp0sS9etm6qFm_TA_g&ust=1423328666997469
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://child-safety-zone.com/tracking-devices/child-locators/one-way-wireless-child-tracking-devices-kid-trackerlocator-for-alzheimer-autism-high-performance-long-battery-life-small-light-heat-detect-siren-unique/&ei=WfTUVN-iCIOzogSup4KIDw&bvm=bv.85464276,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNE-xGwkbvCSwp0sS9etm6qFm_TA_g&ust=1423328666997469
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://autismawarenesszone.com/gps-tracking.html&ei=gfTUVLKLGYq1oQSi_ICQAg&bvm=bv.85464276,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNE-xGwkbvCSwp0sS9etm6qFm_TA_g&ust=1423328666997469
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.turlockjournal.com/archives/23668/&ei=tPTUVJHvM5CoogTkuIKICw&bvm=bv.85464276,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNE-xGwkbvCSwp0sS9etm6qFm_TA_g&ust=1423328666997469
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://mybuddytagforschools.com/collections/all&ei=7_TUVLzxEoW7ogSk24GgAQ&bvm=bv.85464276,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNE-xGwkbvCSwp0sS9etm6qFm_TA_g&ust=1423328666997469
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.ebay.com/itm/Autism-Emergency-Alert-Outside-Window-Sticker-sold-in-set-of-3-/270301632256&ei=Q_XUVImEMtO4ogTruYDYCw&bvm=bv.85464276,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHfFJu79jjEownn7fL1i0oCTsbjVw&ust=1423328941760133
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.fr-dat.com/tools/disability-identifications/&ei=YvXUVM7lGsi0ogSXjIEQ&bvm=bv.85464276,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNHfFJu79jjEownn7fL1i0oCTsbjVw&ust=1423328941760133
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://store.safetytat.com/store/index.php?main_page%3Dindex%26cPath%3D1_5&ei=kvXUVK_GDonyoASfroKYDA&bvm=bv.85464276,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNGQVs_wSj6Jdy5yMd0ZtCudnpD_2w&ust=1423329039155393
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://www.pinterest.com/RenitaNelson/autism-tattoos/&ei=w_XUVOrhK8XVoATd0YKYCg&bvm=bv.85464276,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNGQVs_wSj6Jdy5yMd0ZtCudnpD_2w&ust=1423329039155393
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What can we do… 

 

Resources 
 Autism Society of America 
http://www.autism-society.org/living-with-autism/how-the-autism-

society-can-help/safe-and-sound/ 

 National Autism Association Safety Materials 
http://awaare.nationalautismassociation.org/safety-materials/  

 AWAARE Collaboration 
http://awaare.nationalautismassociation.org/lawenforcement.htm 

 Tracking systems 
Project Lifesaver:    http://www.projectlifesaver.org/ 

LoJack SafetyNet: http://www.lojacksafetynet.com  

Caretrak Systems: http://www.caretrak.com     

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://sodancapassion.blogspot.com/2012/01/what-can-i-do.html&ei=2urUVOfBDM3SoASBgYHIDw&bvm=bv.85464276,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNEKx2vZlMUx5FGxI8hG5FZjQXphpQ&ust=1423326294219105
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Did Autism play a role… 


